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INTRODUCTION 

This  report  presents  West  German  reactions  to  the  launching 
of  the  earth  satellites  by  the  USSR.   Particular  attention  will 
"be  devoted  to  the  relationship  between  the  appearance  of  Sputnik 
and  American  prestige  in  the  military  as  well  as  in  the  non- 
military  fields. 

The  findings  are  intended  to  reveal  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  problems  posed  to  USIS  by  the  red  earth  satellites,  for 
in  so  far  as  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the  U.S.  is  affected 
so  also  is  the  role  which  the  information  program  must  play. 

The  basic  material  reported  here  was  gathered  during  the 
period  November  I4  -  24,  1957>  when  a  8I3  case  probability 
sample  of  West  German  adults  (21  years  and  over)  was  interviewed 
as  part  of  an  international  survey  of  West  European  opinion. 

Interviewing  vras  conducted  by  DIVO,  Marktforschung  - 
Meinungsforschung  -  Sozialforschung,  Frankfurt  am  Main/Bad 
Godesberg,  a  German  survey  organization. 
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S  U  M  L!  ;>  R  Y 

By  successfully  launching'  "Sputnik'*  the  Russians  have  scoi'6ii 
nore  than  oae  "first".   Survey  results  show  an  awareness  of  the 
events  far  surpassing  any  possible  conparablo  event  in  recent 
years. 

The  Russian  success,  ho'>vever,  is  taken  by  the  average  '»Vest 
Gcrnan  as  an  acconplishnent  achieved  in  this  one  particular  area  ... 
one,  which  will  not  long  reaain  as  solely  a  Russian  capability^ 
While  the  event  is  generally  put  into  perspective,  one  out  of  ten 
does  accept  it  as  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  the  Soviet  system, 
and  one  quarter  is  considerably  impressed  by  the  achievement. 

Serious  consideration  raust  be  given  to  the  thesis  that  appre- 
hension concerning  the  military  consequences  of  Sputnik  is  a 
function  of  a  person's  confidence  in  the  continuing  stability  of 
the  present  situation,  inasmuch  as  anong  those  v/ho  fear  a  new  v;orld 
war  the  nost,  and  among  those  v/ho  see  the  '>7est  weaker  than  the  East 
in  atonic  strength,  do  we  find  the  largest  percentages  calling 
Sputnik  a  military  danger  to  the  West, 

Surprisingly  enough,  however,  even  anong  those  v/ho  see  in  it 
a  military  danger  (or  even  a  great  danger)  there  is  no  particular 
sense  of  urgency  prodding  them  on  to  advocate  greater  efforts  of 
some  kind. 

Further  analysis  of  the  replies  according  to  how  impressed 
people  were  by  Sputnik  shows  that  in  the  rnilitary  field,  it  made 
no  difference  ...  the  U.S.  was  still  considered  the  stronger, 
V/hen  it  cane  to  peaceful  pursuits,  however,  those  who  v/ere  impressed 
by  Sputnik  tended  to  give  the  nod  to  the  U.S.S.R.  over  the  U.S. 

Finally,  data  were  presented  which  indicated  that  where  people 
have  been  deeply  impressed  by  the  Soviet  satellite  laiinchingg  (even 
when  they  had  indicated  that  they  would  prefer  to  fight  on  the  side 
of  the  U.S.),  they  have  either  been  so  influenced  that  their  pro- 
U.S.  attitude  has  been  weakened,  or  the  event  has  revealed  their 
original  pro-U.S.  stand  to  have  been  less  solid  than  indicated* 
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Section  1 ;   Awareness  of  Sputnik 

VIRTUALLY  EVERYBODY  KiJOV/3  ABOUT  SPUTNIK  .  . . 

The  launching  of  the  first  earth  satellite  was  a  news  item  of 
rare  impact  penetrating  through  practically  every  layer  of  society. 
More  than  nine  out  of  ten  West  Germans  (9^5^)  claimed  to  have  heard  that 
a  satellite  had  been  la\inchedj  95  P®^  cent  of  the  respondents  were  ahle 
to  identify  Russia  as  the  country  which  had  fired  the  satellite  into 
space*   And  fully  90  per  cent  could  correctly  name  the  satellite  as 
"Sputnik"  when  asked  what  it  v;as  called* 

"Have  you  heard  whether  or  not  any  country  has 
succeeded  in  launching  any  man-made  satellites 


around  the  earth?" 


West  Germany 


Yes                       ■     i^oyo 
Ho  4 

To^ 

IF  "Yes"; 

"Do  you  happen  to  know  what  the  first  earth 
satellite  is  generally  called?" 

West  Germany 


'0 


Sputnik  905^ 

Something  else  1 

Don't  know  _^ 

96' 


'0 


IF  "Yes"; 

"Which  country  launched  the  ©arth  satellite?" 

V/est    Germany 

Russia  95^ 

Some  other  country  * 

Don't  know  _1_ 

96' 


*   Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 


Section  2t   Impact  of  Sputnik  on  opinions  pf  the  U.S.S.R. 

HALF  CELIEVE  THINKING  ABOUT  RUSSIA  Ul^AFFECTED  BY  SPUTNIK  ,,. 

■.Ihen  asked  point  blank  how  the  launching  of  Sputnik  affected  their 
thinking  about  Russia,  half  of  the  respondents  (49^)  say  their  thinking 
remained  unaffected. 

Most  of  those  who  were  favorably  impressed,  were  surprised  that 
Russia  had  been  able  to  surpass  the  West  in  rocket  research  (10^),  or 
impressed  with  this  exhibition  of  Russian  scientific  and  technological 
achievements  (17?^)« 

"Have  you  heard  whether  or  not  any  country  has 
succeeded  in  launching  any  man-made  satellites 
around  the  earth?" 

IF  "Yes"; 

"Vrtiich   country  launched   the   earth  satellite?" 

IF  "Russia"  mentioned; 

"How  does  the  fact  thr.t  tho  Soviet  Union  was 

the  first  to  launch  an  earth  satellite 

affect  your  thinking  about  Russia?" 


i 


Summary  Table 


West  Germany 


55/« 


Thinking  about  Russia  unchanged     ( 5 S'fo) 

It  did  not  affect  my  thinking      49^ 
No  opinion  7 

Thinking  about  Russia  changed       (59/^) 

Favorable  ohanges; 

Impressed  with  scientific 

ability  of  the  Russians        1?/^) 

Impressed  with  their  pro- 
gress in  rocket  research       10 

Other  favorable  answers  6  ) 

Negative  changes: 

Russia  has  become  more 

dangerous  55^)  5/^ 

Indeterminate  changes: 

Thinking  was  affected 

(unspecified)  Zfo)     .^ 

Other  answers  2.    )   '" 

"W 

Not  asked  5 

"Too^ 


40jfe 


@  Some  respondents  gave  uore  than  one  answer. 
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SiTELLITE  CALLED  INDICATOR  OF  RUSSIA'S  LEAD  IIT  THIS  AREA  ONLY  ... 

As  a  measure  of  confidence  in  Americans  overall  strength,  respon- 
dents were  asked  whether  Russia's  launching  of  the  first  earth  satellite 
should  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  her  general  lead  in  scientific 
developments,  or  aerely  as  a  sign  of  its  lead  in  this  particular  field. 

Less  than  one  out  of  ten  (8^)  called  it  an  indication  of  Russia's 
general  lead,  whereas,  over  t.vo- thirds  (66^)  were  confident  that  it  was 
restricted  to  the  one  area. 

"Do  you  think  Russia's  being  first  with  the 
satellites  indicates  that  she  is  generally  ahead 
of  the  U.S.  in  scientific  developments  or  that 
this  just  happens  to  be  a  particular  area  in  which 
Russia  is  ahead?" 

West  Germany 

Russia  generally  ahead  8^ 

Russia  just  happens  to  be 

ahead  in  this  area  (>(i 

Don't  know  26 

100% 

All  persons  who  gave  a  definite  answer  to  his  question  (i.e. 

excluding  those  who  answered  "don't  know")  were  then  asked  whether  they 

thought  that  the  Russianlead  was  only  a  temporary  one,  or  likely  to 

remain  permanent.   In  this  connection  the  following  cross-tabulation  ig 

of  interest,  because  it  shov/s  the  replies  to  the  second  query  according 

to  the  answer  to  the  main  preceding  question.  While  the  majority  of  those, 

who  called  the  Russian  satellite  launching  an  indication  of  tiieir  lead 

in  this  area  only,  think  that  the  U.S.  will  soon  catch  up  (54/^  out  of 

66Jb)  ,  even  among  those  who  felt  that  Russia  was  generally  ahead,  there 

was  a  division  of  opinion  as  to  whether  they  were  likely  to  stay  ahead. 

Half  of  the  8  per  cent  who  thought  Russia  was  generally  ahaad  said  that 

the  Russian  lead  was  temporarye 

V»"est  Germany 
In  general   In  this  area 


Russian  lead  temporary     4>         54% 
Likely  to  stay  ahead       5  7 

Don' t  know  1 


8%         66' 
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ONE  OUT  OF  TEN  SEES  SPUTNIK  AS  PROOF  OF  SOVIET  SUPERIORITY  . . . 

One  V.'est  German  out  of  ten  (10^)  is  apparently  sufficiently 
impressed  v/ith  the  Russian  satellite  launching  to  see  in  it  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  Soviet  system.   The  great  majority  of  the  lYest 
German  population  (685^),  however,  agrees  that  the  success  was  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  an  all-out  effort  in  this  area  at  the  expense  of 
others  in  the  Soviet  economy. 

"Some  people  say  that  the  Russian  success  in  launching 
the  satellite  ahead  of  anyone  else  proves  the  superior 
efficiency  of  the  Soviet  system.   Others  say  that  this 
success  v/as  achieved  simply  by  an  all-out  effort  in 
one  area  at  the  expense  of  other  areas. 
Which  of  these  views  is  closer  to  your  own?" 

West  Germany 

Proves  efficiency  of 

Soviet  system  10^ 

Simply  all-out  effort  68 

Don't  know  22 

100% 

The  10  per  cent  in  the  population  willing  to  call  this  success 
froof  of  the  superiority  of  the  Soviet  system,  occurs  in  equal 
proportions  in  all  population  sub-groups. 
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Olffi   QUARTER   CORSIDER^^BLY   IlilPRESSED   BY   SPUTNIK   ... 

Despite  the  fact  that  on  the  preceding  questions  fev/er  than  one 
out  of  ten  T;ould  say  that  Russian  science  was  ahead  of  Anerican  science, 
or  that  the  successful  launching  of  the  earth  satellite  "as  proof  of  the 
superiority  of  the  Soviet  systen,  fully  a  quarter  of  the  population  (25?^) 
adnittod  that  they  \7ere  at  least  "very  inpressed"  v;ith  these  scientific 
achievenents.  Three  out  of  ton  nore  (30?^)  conceded  that  they  were 
"rather"  inprosscd,  while  a  little  over  a  third  (57^)  clained  that  they 
had  not  hecn  particularly  inpressed  by  this  event, 

"In  terns  of  their  possible  benefit  to  nankind  in 
general,  hov;  inpressed  are  you  v/ith  these  Soviet 
scientific  developnents  -  extreuely  inpressed,  very 
inpressed,  rather  inpressed,  not  very  inpressed, 
not  inpressed  at  all?" 

West  Gernany 


2% 


Extrenely  inpressed  65!^) 

Very  inpressed  19  ) 

Rather  inpressed  50 

Hot  very  inpressed  25  ),y 

Kot  inpressed  at  all  12  ) 

Don't  knoT/  8 

Breakdown  of  this  question  according  to  tho  answers  given  by 
different  population  groups  reveals  that  it  was  the  nen,  the  better 
educated  people,  the  econonically  better-off,  and  the  younger  age 
groups  who  were  nost  inprosscd  with  this  Soviet  achievonent. 
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Section  j;   Is  Sputnik  a  military  danger? 

H;iLF  says  "NO",  WHILE  0:iE  QUARTER  SAYS  "YES"  ... 

One  quarter  of  the  West  German  population  {ZOfo)    sees  a  military- 
danger  to  the  West  in  the  successful  Soviet  launching  of  the  earth 
satellite.  A   majority,  however,  {^2^o)    does  not  fcol  endangered,  while 
the  remainder  did  not  know  what  to  say  on  the  subject. 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet  scientific 
developments  like  the  earth  satellites  pose  any 
military  danger  to  the  West,  or  don't  you?" 

West  Germany 
(815) 

Yes  26fo 

No  52 

Don't  know  22 

loo^ 

To  those  who  tend  to  see  a  military  danger  in  the  presence  of  the 
Soviet-made  moon,  the  danger  is  real  and  great,  rather  than  minor  and 
remote.  Most  of  those  v/ho  said  that  there  was  a  danger,  called  that 
danger  "great"  {14%   of  the  total  sample),  as  against  only  2  per  cent 
who  said  they  saw  only  "a  little"  danger. 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet  scientific 
developments  like  the  earth  satellites  pose  any 
military  danger  to  the  V/est,  or  don't  you?" 

IF  "Yes"; 

"How  much  danger  do  you  gee  in  these  developments  - 
a  great  daxiger,  some  or  only  a  little?" 

V/est  Germany 

Great  danger  14/^ 

Some  10 

Only  a  little  2 

Don' t  know  * 

26' 


'0 


Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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THOSE  V/HO  FEAR  WAR  MOST,  MOST  LIKELY  TO  CALL  SPUTHIK  MILITARY  DANGER  ... 

Fear  that  Sputnik  constitutes  a  military  danger  to  the  West  appears 
to  be  strongest  among  those  persons  who  are  generally  apprehensive 
concerning  the  possibility  of  a  new  world  war.   As  the  follov;ing  cross- 
tabulation  shews  four  out  of  ten  persons  (41%)  "h«  think  that  a  new 
world  war  is  nost  likely,  call  Sputnik  a  military  danger.   When  one 
examines  the  figures  on  the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  it  is  apparent 
that  among  those  who  do  not  believe  a  V7orld  war  is  eminent,  only  two 
out  of  ten  (22%)  say  that  Sputnik  poses  a  military  threat. 

In  short,  fear  of  a  military  danger  in  the  satellite  may  be 
considered  a  concomittant  of  the  general  fear  concerning  war. 

West  Germany 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet 
scientific  developments  like  the 
earth  satellites  pose  any  military 
danger  to  the  West,  or  don't  you?" 

No.  of 
Yes   No   Don't  know   cases 


41% 

45% 

16%.. 

.  1 00% 

68 

56 

51 

15 

191 

22 

61 

17 

228 

22 

65 

15 

220 

14 

19 

67 

106 

"Now  I  would  like  to  get  your  ideas  on 
the  danger  of  a  world  war  in  the  next 
three  or  four  years.   Here  is  a  sort 
of  thermometer.   'iVill  you  please  show 
me  how  you  rate  the  danger  of  such  a 
war?" 

70°  to  100° 
40°  to  60° 
10°  to  50° 
No  danger  at  all 
Don't  know 

A  further  extension  of  this  thesis  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that 
not  only  were  there  more  people  seeing  a  military  danger  in  Sputnik  among 
those  who  had  a  greater  fear  of  war,  but  that  the  degree  of  danger  which 
they  saw  was  greater. 

Among  those  most  apprehensive  concerning  the  possibility  of  a  new 
world  war  and  seeing  a  danjjer  in  Sputnik,  twice  as  many  see  "great" 
danger  as  see  "some"  danger  (28%  as  against  15%).   Among  all  other  groups 
on  the  other  hand,  those  who  see  some  danger  are  as  likely  to  see  "groat" 
as  "some"  danger. 

West  Germany 


Danger  of  v/orld  war  within  the  next 
three  or  four  years; 

70°  to  100° 
40°  to   60° 
10°  to   50° 
No  danger  at  all 
Don't  know 


Great 

Some 

danger 

danger 

28% 

15%.. 

.41% 

18 

18  .. 

.56% 

10 

12  .. 

.22% 

12 

10  .. 

.22% 

7 

7  .. 

.14% 
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SPUTNIK  MORE  LIKELY  TO  BE  CALLED  LfTLITARY  DANGER  BY  TIIAT  MINORITY 
THINKING  THE  V7EST  IS  VVEAKER  TH^'JI  THE  U.S.S.R.  IN  ATGinC  PC'YER  ... 

The  tendency  of  the  "pessimists",  those  whose  belief  in  the  West 
is  not  overly  strong  to  begin  with,  to  be  more  fearful  of  the  Russian 
satellite  development,  can  again  be  noticed  in  the  results  of  the 
following  cross-tabulation. 

When  opinion  of  the  military  danger  inherent  in  the  satellite  is 
tabulated  according  to  belief  concerning  which  side  is  stronger  in 
atomic  weapons,  it  appears  that  among  those  who  believe  the  West  is 
stronger  than  or  just  as  strong  as  the  U.S.S.R.  only  about  one  quarter 
(269^  and  25^0  respectively)  say  that  Sputnik  constitutes  a  military  danger 
to  the  West.   Amon^^'  those  who  call  the  West  weaker,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a  suall  plurality  seeing  danger  in  it. 

V/est  Germany 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet 
scientific  developments  like  the 
earth  satellites  pose  any  military 
danger  to  the  V/est,  or  don't  you?" 

No.  of 

Yes   No   Don't  knov/   cases 


2(jfo 

625^ 

12^.., 100^ 

256 

47 

44 

9 

81 

25 

59 

16 

322 

16 

25 

59 

154 

"Do  you  think  that  the  Western  Powers 
are  stronger  in  atonic  weapons  than 
the  U.S.S.R.,  weaker,  or  about  equal?" 

West  stronger 
West  weaker 
About  equal 
Don't  know 

Adding-  these  various  findings  together  -  that  seeing  a  military 
danger  in  Sputnik  occurs  with  significantly  greater  ■•"rec>uency  among  those 
v/ho  feel  a  new  world  war  is  most  likely ,  and  among  those  who  feel  that 
the  V/Gst  is  already  weaker  in  atomic  pov/er  -  admits  of  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  thesis  that  apprehension  concerning  the  ailitary 
consequences  of  Sputnik  is  a  function  of  an  individual's  oonf ilcnce  in  the 
continuing  stability  of  the  present  situation: 
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ilVEN  iHOIIG  MINORITY   SEEING  MILITARY  D.iNGER,    MJORITY   OPIITIOH  IS   TO 
SIT.1PLY   CiRRY   ON  RATHER   THAN  EXERT  NEW  EFFORTS    ...    NO  ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORITY  FOR   NATO    ... 

As  revealed  in  an  earlier  section,  one  quarter  of  the  general 
population  (26^^)  saw  in  the  Russian  earth  satellite  a  military  danger 
to  the  V/est,   A  majority  of  this  group  (145^  out  of  the  26^)  even  called 
the  danger  "great".   In  view  of  these  figures,  one  night  well  expe«t 
this  group  (whether  one  calls  then  "excitable"  or  "far-sighted"  indi- 
viduals) to  want  sone thing  done  about  the  fearful  situation  yhich  they 
see. 

However,  this  is  not  the  case.   Even  those  who  saw  "great"  military 
danger  are  evenly  divided  on  the  issue  of  whether  or  not  to  contribute 
additional  noney  and  effort  tovmrd  defense  in  view  of  this  very  threat! 
While  5  pe^  cent  favor  more  efforts,  6  per  cent  say  we  are  doing  all 
we  can  afford  to  do  right  now, 

Anong  the  remainder  (those  seeing  "sone"  or  "only  a  little"  danger 
in  the  satellite),  a  najority  (7^)  feel  we  can  do  no  nore  and  but  4  per 
cent  would  call  for  gi^eater  efforts. 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet  scientific 
developments  like  the  earth  satellites  pose  any 
military  danger  to  the  West,  or  don't  you?" 

IF  "Yes"; 

"Hov.'  much  danger  do  you  see  in  these  developments  - 
a  great  danger,  sone  or  only  a  little?" 

UNLESS  "Don't  know": 


"In  view  of  this  new  threat,  do  you  think 
we  should  put  a  lot  nore  money  and  effort 
into  defense,  or  are  we  doing  all  we  can 
afford  now?" 

West  Gernany 

Soue/Only 
Great     a  little 
danger    danger 

Put  more  noney  and 

effort  into  defense         5?^  ^io 
Doing  all  we  can 

afford  now  6  7 

Don't  know  3  1 

T^  T2^ 
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Even  when  another  possible  course  «f  action  was  posed  to  those 
people  who  saw  a  military  danger  in  Sputnik,  the  sane  pattern  of 
replies  emerged.  This  new  suggestion  was  whether  or  not  West  Germany 
should  turn  over  additional  political  and  military  authority  to  NATO. 

As  before,  even  among  those  seeing  "great"  danger,  a  slightly 
larger  group  (69S)  gays  that  West  Germany  should  not  give  NATO  any  more 
authority,  than  is  willing  to  do  so  (4>^)«   Among  those  who  saw  a  lesser 
degree  of  danger,  there  is  even  more  unwillingness  to  grant  NATO  enlarged 
authorities.   Two  per  cent  are  "for"  and  seven  per  cent  "against"  any 
new  grants  of  pov^er, 

"Do  you  think  that  these  recent  Soviet  scientific 
developments  like  the  earth  satellites  pose  any 
military  danger  to  the  V/est,  or  don't  you?" 

IF  "Yes"; 

"Ho'.v  nuch  danger  do  you  sec  in  those  developments  - 
a  great  danger,  some  or  only  a  little?" 

UNLESS  "Don' t  know": 


'In  view  of  this  threat,  do  you  think  we 
should  turn  over  more  of  West  Germany's 
political  and  military  authority  to  the 

Western  defense  organization  that  is, 

NATO  or  have  we  gone  as  far  as  we  should 

in  this  direction  already?" 


West  Germany 

Some/Only 

Great  a  little 

danger  danger 

Turn  over  more  authority 

to  Western  organization  4^  29S 
Gone  as  far  as  we 

should  now             6  7 

Don' t  know               4  3 

"14^  T2^ 
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Section  4?   Conparativc  appraisal  of  the  East  and  the  West 

Any  analysis  of  the  influence  exerted  by  the  prcsoncG  of  the  Sputniks 
whirling  through  the  heavens  cannot  he  concluded  by  merely  presenting  the 
overall  data  on  V/est  German  -thinking  concerning  the  red  moon.   What  is  of 
primary  purpose  for  the  U.S.  Information  program  is  the  determination  of 
what  effect,  if  any,  impressions  of  Sputnik  have  had  upon  relevant  poli- 
tical opinions  -  and  in  particular  those  political  opinions  which  USIS 
is  trying  to  influence  through  its  information  efforts. 

We  have  already  seen  that  a  quarter  of  the  West  German  population 
was  considerably  impressed  with  the  Russian  satellite  success.   In  the 
present  section,  therefore,  a  succession  of  cross-tabulations  will  be  pre- 
sented and  examined  in  which  replies  to  questions  comparing  the  East  and 
the  V/est  will  be  given  based  upon  the  degree  to  v/hich  respondents  were 
impressed  with  the  Soviet  satellite  launching, 

THOSE  MOST  ILIPRESSED  i/ITH  SPUTNIK  THINK  MORE  HIGHLY  OF  RUSSIAN  • 
SCIENTIFIC  DEVELOPMENT  ... 

While  (because  of  the  number  of  cases  upon  which  the  tabulation  is 
based)  the  differences  cannot  be  called  beyond  all  chance  possibilities, 
it  does  seem  indicative  that  among  those  people  who  are  most  impressed 
with  Sputnik  there  is  a  slight  tendency  to  place  Russia  ahead  of  the 
U.S.  in  the  field  of  science  (42%  vs  35%). 

Among  those  who  said  that  they  were  not  particularly  impressed,  a 
considerably  greater  percentage  (42%)  put  the  U.S.  ahead  of  the 
Soviet  Union  (28%) 

The  results  from  these  sub-groups  should  be  compared  with  that  for 
the  V/est  German  population  as  a  whole  where  almost  as  many  people  can  be 
found  picking  the  U.S.S.R.  'iver  the  U.S.  (32%)  as  still  maintain  confidence 
in  the  U.S.  (36%). 

West  Germany 

"In  terns  of  their  possible  benefit  to 
mankind  in  general,  how  impressed  are 
you  with  these  Soviet  scientific  de- 
velopments?'' 

Very  Im-  Rather    Not  ira-  Don' t 
pressed  impressed  pressed  know  TOTAL 

(207)      (239)        (297)    TToV  r8'»5l 

"All  things  considered,  do  you  think 
the  U.S.  or  Russia  is  ahead  in  scien- 
tific development  at  the  present  time?" 

U.S.  ahead 
U.S.S.R.  ahead 
Both  equal 
Don' t  know 


35f° 

57% 

42% 

17?S 

56% 

42 

55 

28 

10 

32 

12 

17 

16 

11 

15 

11 

11 

14 

62 

17 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 
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NO  ^L'iTTER  HOW  IRIPRESSED  PEOPLE  ARE,  OPINION  OF  U.S.-U.  S.S.R.  MILITx'.RY 
STRENGTH  APPEARS  UNAFFECTED  ...  U.S.  STILL  CONSIDERED  MORE  PO\ffiRFUL  ... 

The  replies  of  the  V/est  Gcrnan  populatii^n  concerning  the  relative 
military  strengths  of  the-  U.S.  and  of  the  U.  S.S.R,  would  indicate  that 
a  slight  plurality  considers  the  U.S.  to  be  thp  stronger  -  even  though 
the  survey  was  made  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sputniks  on  the  scene. 
Almost  four  out  of  ten  (38?^)  still  considered  the  U.S.  to  be  the  stronger 
©f  the  two  powers  militarily,  while  somewhat  over  two  out  of  ten  (25^) 
chose  the  U.S.S.R.   The  remaining  four- tenths  (59%)  significantly  enough 
either  said  that  both  were  equal  or  could  not  answer  the  question,  thereby 
indicating  a  tendency  to  judge  the  two  to  be  about  the  same. 

Shifting  attention  to  the  columns  furnishing  opinions  according  to 
degree  of  impression  Sputnik  made  hardly  any  diffcrenc(g  in  the  replies 
concerning  military  strength  are  to  be  seen.   Whether  very  impressed, 
or  unimpressed,  four  out  of  ton  called  the  U.S.  stronger  in  the  military 
field,  while  one  out  of  four  chose  the  U.S.S.R.   (59%  vs  24%  for  those 
impressed  and  43^^  vs  24%  for  those  v/ho  wore  unimpressed.) 

V/cst  Germany 

"In  terns  of  their  possible  benefit  to 
mankind  in  general,  hov/  impressed  are 
you  with  these  Soviet  scientific  de- 
velopments?" 

Yory  in- Rather    Hot  in-  Don't 
pressed  impressed  pressed  know   TOTAL 
(207)    (2391      (297)  TTorWT) 
"All  things  considered,  do  you  think 
the  U.  S»  or  Russia  is  c.hoad  in  total 
military  strength  at  the  present 
tine?" 


U.S.  ahead 

39fo 

58% 

45/o 

149S 

38% 

U.S.S.R.  ahead 

24 

25 

24 

1 

23 

Both  equal 

23 

23 

17 

17 

20 

Don't  know 

14 

14 

16 

68 

19, 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100^ 

100% 
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SPUTNIK  .4FPE.ARS  it)   PLAY  NO  ROLE  IN  A3SESS:.EiJTS  OF  ATOMIC  STREITGTH  OF 

WEST  VERSUS  U.S.S.R.  ...  V/EST  STILL  SEEN  SOUEWRAT  STROKGER  THAN  U.S.S.R.  . 

In  order  to  chock  on  whether  atonic  strength  is  viewed  in  a 
different  light  than  military  strength,  a  separate  question  was  posed 
to  all  respondents  asking  for  their  judgnient  as  to  whether  the  Western 
Powers  or  Russia  was  the  stronger  in  atomic  weapons.   The  replies  are 
not  groatly  different  from  thos^  just  reported  concerning  the  military 
strength  of  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R. 

Here,  the  TZestern  Powers  are  selected  acre  often  thad  Russia 
(515J  as  against  10?^),  hut  the  largest  single  response  indicates  a  belief 
that  the  tT70  are  about  equal  (40^)  • 

The  following  breakdown  of  replies  according  to  the  degree  of  im- 
pression made  by  Sputnik  again  shows  no  appreciable  difference  in  the 
patterns  of  replies.   People  who  were  impressed  by  Sputnik  were  just  as 
likely  to  ascribe  "superior  atoaic  strength  to  the  West  as  were  those  who 
were  not  impressed! 

West  Germany 

"In  terms  of  thoir  possible  benefit  to 
mankind  in  general,  hov/  impressed  are 
you  with  these  Soviet  scientific  de- 
velopments?" 

lejrj  in- Rather  Hot   im-  Don't 

■Dressed  in-orossed  pressed  know     TOTAL 
■  (207)  (239)  (297)     VforWT) 

"Do  yoii  think  that   the  Western  Powers 
are   stronger  in  atonic  weapons  than 
the  U.S.S.R.,   weaker  or  about   equal?" 


West   stronger 

35f^ 

55/0 

32/. 

11;^ 

315^ 

West  weaker 

15 

9 

8 

5 

10 

About    equal 

^,-2 

AZ 

43 

13 

40 

Don't  know 

10 

14 

17 

73 

19 

100fo 

lOOfo 

1005^ 

^oofo 

100% 
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THOSE  IMPRESSED  WITH  SOVIET  .iCHIEVEi.ENT  AS  LIKELY  TO  NAME  U.S.S.R.  AS 
U.S.  AS  TIiE  STRONGER  COUNTRY  T'.VEnTY  YEARS  FROM  NOs/,  ..HILE  THOSE  WHO 
WERE  UNIilPRESSED  PICK  THE  U.S.  OVER  THE  U.S.S.R.  BY  2  50  1  ... 

Projecting  this  comparison  a  step  further,  rjid  taking  it  Into  the 
future,  respondents  yore   asked  to  say  which  of  the  tv/o  countries  vvas  the 
more  likely  to  wind  up  as  the  stronger,  if  the  present  competition  were 
carried  on  for  the  next  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  vvithout  a  war  taking 
place* 

Opinion  in  ./est  Gerraany  as  a  v/holc  is  fairly  well  divided  on  this 
question,  although  slightly  more  pick  the  U.S.  (51^)  than  select  the 
U.S.S.R.  (219S). 

Separate  examination  of  the  replies  of  those  .vho  were  admittedly  ira» 
pressed  by  the  Soviet  satellite  achievement  shovjs  that  within  this  group 
opinion  is  pretty  much  evenly  divided  in  predicting  the  outcome.  The  size 
of  the  groups  thinking  the  U.S.S.R.  will  emerge  the  stronger  (29^),  that 
the  U.S.  './ill  be  the  stronger  {Z^fo) ,    or  that  they  will  both  end  up  even 
(51%)  are  insignificantly  different  one  from  the  other. 

Shifting  over  to  those  who  v/ere  "unimpressed",  the  evidence  of  strong 
faith  in  the  U.S.  can  be  road  in  the  2  to  1  selection  of  the  U.S.  ag 
against  the  U.S.S.R.  {A^fo   vs  19^).   More  frequent  choice  of  the  U.S.  is 
even  made  among  those  who  were  only  "rather  impressed"  (54/^  vs  20$^). 

West  Gerraany 

"In  terms  of  their  possible  benefit  to 
mankind  in  general,  how  impressed  are 
you  with  these  Soviet  scientific  de- 
velopments?" 

Very  im- Rather    Not  im-  Don't 
pressed  impressed  pressed  know  TOTAL 

(207)       (2395       (297)    VfoTWTJ' 

"If  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  settle 
down  to  competition  without  war  for 
the  next  twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
which  of  the  t'./o  do  you  think  will 
end  up  as  the  stronger?" 


U.S. 

23fo 

34/0 

40% 

Afo 

3lf« 

U.S.S.R. 

29 

20 

19 

7 

21 

Both  equally  strong 

51 

27 

21 

7 

24 

No  opinion 

15 

19 

20 

82 

24, 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

POSSIBLE  CONCLUSION  -  JHILE  CONFIDENCE  IN  U.S.  (AITO  .VESTERN)  MILITARY 
STRENGTH  STILL  RELATIVELY  HIGH  AND  UNAFFECTED  SPUTNIK  HAS  TIPPED  THE  SCALES 
TOWARDS  RUSSIA  WHEN  IT  COI.ffiS  TO  PEACEFUL  PURSUITS  ... 

The  preceding  series  of  cross-tabulations  have  tended  to  indicate  some 
valuable  lessons.   Namely,  that  as  long  as  consideration  is  limited  to  the 
military  fields,  the  U.G.  is  still  viewed  as  the  stronger  -  regardless  of 
the  impression  that  the  Soviet  satellite  has  made  on  the  respondents.   Let 
the  focus  swing  over  to  peaceful  phases,  however,  and  serious  doubts  con- 
cerning the  ability  of  the  U.S.  to  stay  ahead  begin  to  creep  in.   It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  the  images  assigned  to  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R. 
are  in  danger  of  being  reversed  so  that  the  U.S.  appears  in  the  role  of 
the  military  colossus,  while  the  U.S.S.R.  becomes  the  giant  in  pcr.eeful,. 
scientific  aspects.  >, 


Section  5;   7/hat  Sputnik  has  done  to  pro-iinieriean  leanings 

In  vicv;  of  the  foregoing  results,  one  additional  factor  must  be 
introduced  into  this  report.   It  is  the  degree  to  which  pro-iiinerican 
leanings  have  been  affected  by  the  appearance  of  the  Soviet  satellite 
in  the  sky.   .'e  nill  use  as  this  indication  of  .pro-.^nericanisn  the 
answers  to  the  question,  "And  if  it  should  cone  to  a  war  between  Russia 
and  the  U.S.,  do  you  think  this  country  should  take  a  side  or  not  take 
a  sido?  Which  side?"   Since  hardly  anyone  wants  to  be  on  the  side  of  the 
Russians,  a  sinple  dichotomy  has  bee'n  made  -  those  who  select  the  U.S., 
and  those  who  did  not. 

THOSE  H'EPRESSEH  by  sputnik  JUST  AS   PRO-U.S.  AS  THOSE  UIIBtPRESSED  ..4 

Cross-tabulating  the  answers  to  the  two  questions  (of  which  side  they 
would  want  Germany  to  be  on  in  the  event  of  a  war,  by  the  degree  to  which 
they  were  impressed  with  Sputnik)  reveals  the  interesting  fact  that  there 
is  no  difference!   Thos.e  individuals  who  were  most  impressed  by  the 
satellite  are  ju-st  as  pro-U.S.  (40^)  as  are  those  who  say  they  are  un- 
impressed (44^), 

West  Germany 

"In  terns  of  their  possible  benefit  to 
mankind  in  general,  how  impressed  are 
you  with  thege.  Soviet  scientific  de- 
velopments?" 

Vtvu  (HO-  Rather    Not  im-  Don't 
pressed  impressed  pressed  know  TOTAL 

(207)    (239)    (297)  TtoTTsiIT 
"And  if  it  should  come  to  a  war 
between  Russia  and  the  U.S. ,  do 
you  think  this  country  should  take 
a  side  or  not  take  a  side?  V/hich 
side?" 

Pro-U.S.  40?^o     47?^     44^   "'9/"    W" 

Others  60       53       56    81      59 

^^■^^^^    Too^    loofa  100%   Too^ 
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PRO-U.S.  PEOPLE  MUCH  IJORE  INCLINED  TO  S^iY  U.S.  V/ILL  BE  THE  STRONGER 
IN  20  YEARS  ... 

As   night  be  expected^  those  v/ho  ally  theaselves  '.vith  the  U.S. 
in  a  possible  ^7ar  with  the  Soviets  are  likely  to  feel  that  in  tvcnty 
years  or  so  even  if  there  is  no  war  that  the  U.S.  rather  than  the 
Soviets  will  wind  up  as  the  stronger  of  the  two# 

Anong  those  who  would  stand  sidc-by»side  with  the  U.S.,  nore 
than  four  out  of  ten  (42^)  saw  the  U.S.  coming  out  ahead  in  the 
future,  whereas  among  the  others  it  was  about  one  quarter  (245^), 

West  Gernany 

"j.nd  if  it  should  cone  to  a  war 
between  Russia  and  the  U.S.,  do  you 
think  this  country  should  take  a 
side  or  not  take  a  side?  Which  gido?" 


"If  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  settle 
down  to  conpetition  v/ithout  war  for 
the  next  twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
v/hich  of  the  two  do  you  think  will 
end  up  as  the  stronger?" 


Pro-U.S.     Others 
(358)     ■  (475) 


U.S. 

A2fc 

ZAfo 

U.S.S.R. 

18 

25 

Both  equally  strong 

25 

23 

Don' t   know 

15 

50 

^oofo 

^OOfo 
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COI^IFIDEITCE  IN  U.S.  -  EVEN  AMONG  PR0-U.3.  -  Y/EAKEHED  WHEN  ILtPRSSSED  BY 
SPUTMK  ... 

So  far  the  results  have  been  along  lines  that  night  easily  be  expected, 
but  when  all  three  of  the  factors  vjhich  we  have  been  looking  at  in  this 
section  are  present  in  one  tabulation,  a  nev,-  and  interesting  variation  occurs, 

The  follo'.ving  lengthy  table  reveals  that  pro-U.S.  individuals  who  were 
not  particularly  iapressed  with  Sputnik  still  have  significantly  greater 
confidence  that  the  U.S.  will  be  the  stronger  in  20  years  than  non-pro-UiS. 
persons  with  the  sane  feeling  about  Sputnik*   Anong  those  least  impressed 
the  difference  is  largest  (55^  vs.  28^^),  but  even  anong  those  who  said  they 
were  "rather"  inpressed  the  difference  still  stands  up  (40^  ^.s  conpared  with 
28^  again). 

It  is  to  those  who  were  nost  inpressed  by  Sputnik  that  we  must  now  turn. 
Here  v/e  see  that  among  the  pro-U.S.  persons  30  per  cent  chose  the  U.S.  as 
the  country  which  would  be  the  stronger  in  the  future  ...  a  significant  drop 
already  from  the  55  P®^  cent  and  40  per  cent  noted  for  the  other  pro-U.S. 
groups.   Among  those  who  did  not  ally  themselves  with  the  U.S.  the  percent- 
age selecting  the  U.S.  as  the  stronger  country  was  twenty-t^ao.  The  differ- 
ence between  50  per  cent  and  22  per  cent  is  not  significant. 

The  figures  lend  support  to  the  thesis  that  where  people  have  been 
deeply  impressed  by  the  Soviet  satellite  launchings  (even  v/hen  they  had  in- 
dicated they  would  fight  on  the  side  of  the  U.S.),  they  have  either  been  so 
influenced  that  their  pro-U.S.  attitude  has  been  weakened  -  or  -  this  event 
has  revealed  that  their  original  pro-U.S.  stand  was  not  as  solid  as  the 
answer  to  the  question  indicated. 

West  Germany 

"In  terms  of  their  possible  benefit  to  mankind  in 

general,  how  iapressed  are  you  with  these  Soviet 

scientific  developments?" 
"And  if  it  should  come  to  a  war  betv/eon  Russia  and 

the  U.S.,  do  you  think  this  country  should  take  a 

side?  V/hich  side?" 

Very         Rather       Hot 

iapressed    iapressed    iapressed    Don ' t  know 
Pro-         Pro-         Pro-         Pro- 
U.S.  Others  U.S.  Others  U. S.  Others  U.S.  Others 
T82y  (125)   (TT2y  (127)  {Wn   (166)   XUy  (57) 
"If  the  U.S.  and  the 
U.S.S.R.  settle  down  to 
competition  without  war 
for  the  next  tv/enty  or 
tv;enty-five  years,  which 
of  the  two  do  you  think 
will  end  up  as  the 
stronger?" 


U.S. 

30f. 

iiio 

40f. 

Z&fo 

55f^     28% 

-%      5/^ 

U.S.S.R. 

27 

31 

16 

24 

13       24 

23        4 

Both   equally 

strong 

54 

28 

30 

24 

18        24 

15        5 

Don't   know 

9 

19 

14 

24 

14        24 

62        86 

100fo 

100% 

lOOfb 

100% 

100%  100% 

100%  100% 
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Results,  sinilDX  to  those  discussed  above,  o«cur  when  tables 
parallel  to  th?.t  just  presented  are  run  on  the  questions  of  who  has 
the  greatest  nilitary  strength,  and  who  is  the  strongest  in  the  field 
of  atonic  weapons.  As    in  the  presentation  above,  the  very  impressed 
(by  Sputnik),  pro-U.S.  people,  no  longer  maintain  their  pro-U.S. 
orientation  over  those  who  wore  not  pro-U.S.  to  begin  with. 
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